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Santa Fe Art Supply® Artist Paintbrush Cleaning Instructions   
 
Before using, rub the brush hairs from the bottom to the tips. Place in hot water (~86⁰F), not boiling water, for 
3-5 minutes. Remove any loose hairs to prevent hair loss during use. 
 
For water based paint, water is enough to clean the brushes. Water may be sufficient for most acrylic paint as 
well if you ensure all paint is removed from the brushes. If there is residue from acrylics you can also use some 
dish soap and rinse with water. Odorless turpentine substitute, or an environmentally friendly brush cleaner 
will not harm the brush hairs. (Do not leave brushes soaking in turpentine or any brush cleaning solution.) 
 
Brushes must be cleaned before storage. Clean your brushes as soon as you finish painting. If using gouache, 
water color, makeup, industrial or other non-oily paint, immediately wash with clear water. Oil based paint 
will require an odorless turpentine substitute or an environment friendly brush cleaner. Wear rubber gloves to 
wash your brushes followed by dish soap and water. Rinse with water. Blot brushes with soft cloth or paper 
towel. Restore shape by straightening damp hairs using your fingers.  
 
Hang brushes head-down or lay flat to dry. This will protect the shape and maintain a long brush life. Dry 
completely to avoid mildew. If the brush dries standing up, the cleaner and color residue will drain towards 
the ferrule which may weaken the epoxy that holds the synthetic hair in place. A buildup of paint residue in 
the ferrule is one of the reasons brushes become disfigured. After the brush is dry it can be stored standing up 
or in protective case. There is no reason to treat synthetic fibers with conditioner before storage. 
 
Santa Fe Art Supply® artist brushes can be used for water color, gouache, acrylic, oil, ink, face paint, crafts, 
painting decorative walls and furniture. Due to their high performance, synthetic brushes are used for all 
media. 
 
Brush Restoration:  The most common disfigurement of brush heads is due to leaving the brush head in 
cleaning solution. Synthetic brushes can be reshaped using hot water (~86⁰F), not boiling water, to keep from 
affecting the fibers.  
 
We hope you find these instructions helpful. Please feel free to contact us at www.santafeartsupply.com or 
email support@santafeartsupply.com .  We would love to hear from you. Happy painting! 
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